
 

 

 

First of all, I want to thank everyone who registered early for the 

May 19 spring seminar.  We have over 90 registrations so far which 

is fantastic !!  Weõre hoping to pick up several more before the April 

30 deadline.  The early registrations really help the CEC plan for the 

event.  
 

March is CGFM month so weõre planning to celebrate this by treating 

attendees of the March 3 lunch ôn learn/audio conference to 

CUPCAKES!!  So be there or beééémissing out on cupcakes. 
 

We still need volunteers for the CEC next year.  We have 5 positions 

open and I know thereõs one thatõs just right for you!!  Please contact 

Patricia Townsend or any member of the CEC if youõre interested.  

WE NEED YOU!! 
 

DSM AGA wants to keep you informed about 

other great CPE opportunities, especially 

those close to home.  The National 

Association of State Comptrollers is holding 

its annual meeting in Des Moines from March 

24-26.  Registration fees for government 

officials is only $350 and includes up to 18 

hours of CPE, breakfast and lunch each day 

and a reception dinner Wednesday evening.  

Online registration is available by visiting 

NASACTõs website at www.nasact.org or 

contact Donna Malloy, Conference Manager, 

at (859) -276 -1147 or dmaloy@nasact.org. 
 

Hope to see you at the March 3 lunch ôn learn/audio conference!   
 

Cindy Weber, Chapter President  
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Presidentôs Message 

March Events  
 

Jessie Parker Bldg 
Knudsen Room  
Des Moines, IA  

 
Wed., Mar. 3, 2010  

 

11:30 - 1:00 
 

Speaker    

Edward Parker, ICN  
ñThe Leader in the 

Mirrorò 
 

Recommended CPE: 1 Hr 
 

Bring your own lunch  
or pre-order a Quiznoôs  

box lunch. 
 

1:00 - 2:50 
 

Audio Conference  
ñThe War Against 

Fraud and Abuse:  Are 
We Winning?ò 

 

Recommended CPE: 2 Hrs 

 
Wed., Mar. 24, 2010 

 

1:00 - 2:50 
 

Audio Conference  
ñSuggested Guidelines 

for Voluntary  
Reporting:  Sharing 
the Governmentôs 

Storyò 
 

Recommended CPE: 2 Hrs 

http://www.nasact.org/
mailto:dmaloy@nasact.org
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Chapter Executive Committee  
 

Chapter President 
Cindy Weber, CPA, CGFM 

CWeber@ialottery.com  
Iowa Lottery Authority ph: 725-7862 

  

President-Elect & Chapter Recognition Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Secretary  
 Marilyn Hanson, CPA 

 Marilyn.Hanson@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services     ph: 281-7078 

 

Treasurer 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Accountability Outreach Chair 
Janice A. Jensen, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Jensen@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation    ph: 281-4087 

 

By-Laws and Procedures Director 
Janice E. Evans, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Evans@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-474 

 

Communications Director 
Kim Knight, CPA 

Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-6523 

 

Community Services Director 
Denise Ragias,  CGFM 

Denise.Ragias@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4741 

 

Early Careers Director 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Membership Director 
Cheryl D. Mather, CPA, CGFM 

cmather@iowatelecom.net 
 

Membership Recognition  
Michelle Wendel, CPA 

Michelle.Wendel@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-8120 

 

 Professional Certification Director 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

NStorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Program & Technical Meeting Director  
Brenda Loy, CPA, CGFM 

BLoy@ialottery.com 
Iowa Lottery Authority    ph: 725-7867 

 

Website Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

 

AGA CEC February Meeting Minutes  
 

    

President-elect Patricia Townsend opened the February 16, 2010 
meeting of the Chapter Executive Committee.  Other members in 
attendance were Janice Evans, Janice Jensen, Kim Knight, Denise 
Ragias, Natalie Storm, Val Wedgeworth, Michelle Wendel, and 
Marilyn Hanson. 
 
1.  March 3 LNL/audio conference : 

Number of registrations - 3 so far - but reminder hasnôt been 
sent out yet. 
Quiznoôs order ï Denise will handle.  Deliver to Knudsen 
Room. 
We are providing a meal for Edward (the speaker).  Patricia 
to ask and get his order. 
Is everything in place for the audio?  Val will run the power 
point. 
Michelle motioned (Val seconded) to get cupcakes in honor 
of CGFM month.  All in favor.    
Natalie will order and pick up the 
cupcakes. 

 
2.  March 24 audio conference ONLY  

Number of registrations - 1 so far - 
this also coincides with the NASC 
conference being held in Des 
Moines. 
Is everything in place for the  
audio?  This is in the Knudsen 
Room also, so probably Val will run power point. 

3.  Domain name  will expire February 26, 2010.  Patricia would like 
to purchase a hosting package that includes the domain name.  
Currently the domain name and hosting are two different 
charges costing together $140/year.  If we get the new com-
bined package it will be a little cheaper around $120/year.   
Denise motioned (Janice seconded) to purchase the combined 
package to save money.  All in favor. 

4.  Val ï $500 scholarship recipient : 
The recipient is planning to attend the March 3 meeting.  Val 
to find out his sandwich order. 
Need to get check from Natalie ($500 plus mileage, if not 
driving a state vehicle).  Mileage should be in a separate 
check. 
Michelle will make a certificate for him. 
Val will find out if he wants a student membership or an early 
careers membership.   (Continued on page 3.)  
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AGA CEC February Meeting Minutes  
(continued from page 2)  

 

5.  May 19 seminar : 
Number of registrations to date 17 members and 8 nonmembers. 
We will send information out again to our contacts.  Early registration discount deadline is February 28. 

 

6.  NASACT audio on March 2  
Do we want to offer this?    We need 18 to break even.  There was concern that it might compete with 
the March 3 audio (thatôs already been paid for.)  Natalie motioned (Janice seconded) that we not offer 
this audio conference.  All in favor.  

 

7.  Fundraisers  
Denise motioned (Janice seconded) to request $100 match for Food Bank of Iowa (members donations 
totaled $181.93).  All in favor.  Denise will contact National. 
Budget needs to be increased (revenues and expenditures) for member donations.  Natalie motioned 
(Michelle seconded) to increase the donation revenue line to $350.  All in favor.  Natalie motioned 
(Michelle seconded) to increase the donation expense line to $350. All in favor.  Natalie motioned 
(Michelle seconded) to increase the member meal revenue budget to $825.  All in favor.  Natalie  
motioned (Michelle seconded) that the member meal expense budget be increased to $925.  This is 
higher than the corresponding revenue line because of tip, meals for speakers, delivery charges, etc.  
All in favor. 
There is a potential budget amendment for the national PDC, depending upon timing of things. 
Our next fundraiser is Kids Against Hunger and then Juvenile Diabetes. 

 

8.  There are six open positions on CEC for 2010 -2011.  Michelle motioned (Janice seconded) to combine 
the membership recognition position and the membership director position.  All in favor.  Michelle will fill 
the position for next year.  The new positions take over office May 1st. 

 

9. Treasurerôs Report.  Review of monthly expenses, monthly financial statements, and budget  
amendments. 

 

10.  Procedures manual update .  Please send into Natalie if you havenôt already done so. 
 

11.  Anything new to report from Regional?   There will be a conference call on Friday. 
 

12.  Newsletter articles due to Kim by February 22 for newsletter to go out March 1.  
 

Our next meeting is Tuesday March 16 @11:30 in the Lucas Building Conference 
room.  Meeting adjourned. 

AGA Des Moines Chapter ~ Member Recognition  
2009 -  2010  

As of February 12,  2010  
 

Rank / Name / Total Points        Rank / Name / Total Points  
1. Kim Knight      800       7.  Angie James  585 
2. Michelle Wendel   720       8.  Marilyn Hanson /  
3. Natalie Storm   690  Cheryl Mather  545 
4. Patricia Townsend  670       9.  Kris Houston          505 
5. Janice Evans  665       10.Valerie Wedgeworth   490 
6. Denise Ragias  655 



 

 

 

March Community Service Event  
 

Thank you for all the generous donations for the Food Bank of Iowa in the last two months.   
Members contributed $181.93 and the Chapter matched it with $100 for a grand total of $281.93.  
National AGA has used all their match funds for the year so we were unable to secure a match 
from them. 

Our community service focus will be on Kids Against Hunger . According to their website, ñThe 
mission of Kids Against Hunger, a humanitarian food-aid organization, is to significantly reduce 
the number of hungry children in the USA and to feed starving children throughout the world. Kids 
Against Hunger is not affiliated with or restricted to a particular religious group and does not  
discriminate on any basis when distributing its meals. The organizationôs approach to achieving its 
goal - the eradication of world hunger - includes the packaging of a highly nutritious, vitamin-
fortified soy-rice casserole by volunteers at numerous locations within the USA and Canada, and 
the distribution of those meals to starving children and their families in over 60 countries through 
partnerships with humanitarian organizations worldwide. In 2008 alone, volunteers at Kids Against 
Hungerôs food packaging centers across the USA packaged over 40 million meals for children and 
their families around the world and around the corner.ò  We will collect donations for this  
organization at the meeting and audio conferences in March. 

Aprilôs community service focus will be on Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation .  
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AGA Chapter February Minutes  
 

The Des Moines Chapter AGA met at the Ola Babcock Miller Building-State Library Forrest 
Spaulding Room 310 on February 10, 2010 for a combined ñLunch ôn Learnò Chapter Meeting and 
Audio Conference.  President Cindy Weber opened the meeting and welcomed everyone including 
guests. 

1. Drawing for 2 free AGA memberships (recruitment dollars). The two newest members of the 
Des Moines AGA are Lisa Dooly and Chris Young.  Welcome Lisa and Chris! 

2. Renew AGA Memberships.   Donôt forget to renew your membership to AGA.  Deadline is 
March 31 but the sooner, the better.  Online registration is encouraged and is easy! 

3. May 19 seminar.  Donôt forget to register by February 28 for the May 19 seminar to take  
advantage of the early bird discount.  ($70 Member and  $85 Nonmember) 

4. $500 scholarship recipient .  UNI student Zach Rowley, our scholarship winner, will attend the 
March 3 lunch nô learn/audio conference.   

5. Future Speakers ï weôve finalized the lunch n learn speakers for the rest of the year: 

 Edward Parker an IT Specialist with ICN will speak at our March 3  lunch ón learn.  His topic will 
be ñThe Leader in the Mirror.ò   

 Patty Schroeder from Des Moines Schools will present at the April 21  lunch nô learn.  Her topic 
will be ñDes Moines Public Schools Financial Challengesò.   

 The May 4 evening meal speaker will be Lekeisha Veasley from Operation Threshold in  
Waterloo.  Lekeisha spoke at the 2009 Women & Money Conference hosted by the State  
Treasurer.  We have the conference room at Okoboji Grill, Johnston reserved from 5:00-9:00.   

                  (Continued on page 5.)  
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To register for the Lunch ón Learn and/or Audio Conference:   
  

Please go to  the AGA Des Moines Chapter website at  

http://www.agadsm.org/ 

You are invited to the following event:  

March 2010 Lunch 'n Learn and  
Audio Conference   
 
Date:  
Wednesday, March 03, 2010 from 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)  
 
Location:  
Parker - Knudsen Room  
Jessie Parker Building  
510 E 12th St  
Des Moines, IA 50309  

 

AGA Chapter February Minutes  
(continued from page 4.)  

 

6. Fundraiser this month:  Food Bank of Iowa.  Next month our fundraiser is Kids Against  
Hunger. 

7. Automated CPE for audio conferences.  Any problems?  Overall, it looks like this has worked 
very well. 

8. Volunteer Reviewers needed for Citizen Centric Reporting.  National AGA is looking for 
members to serve as volunteer reviewers of citizen-centric reports which are submitted for the 
Certificate of Excellence in Citizen-Centric Reporting. 

9. Open positions on the CEC for 2010 ï 2011.  Secretary, Communications Director, Early  
Careers Director, Membership Director, Professional Certification Director and Program &  
Technical Meeting Director.  Please contact Patricia Townsend or any member of the CEC if  
interested.  Free trip to SLM in Kansas City for certain CEC members ï May 14 & 15. 

10. Other discussion items.  National award nominations are due April 16 ï these will be awarded 
at the PDC in July.  If interested in making a nomination, see any member of the CEC or go to 
National AGAôs website.   

Cindy Weber introduced our guest speakers, Barb Corson and Beth Henning from the State Library.  
The audio conference that followed was entitled ñUnderstanding IT Audits for Program Managers & 
Auditors.ò 

There were 20 members, 5 guests and 2 speakers present.  The name drawn for the year-end 
drawing was Dorothy Stover. 
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AGA Members can Earn Points as follows:  
 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Regular chapter meeting (20 points)  

Bonus for attending more than 4 meetings (15 points)  

Bonus meeting (30 points)  

For each guest attending the meeting (10 points with a  

      maximum of 20 points per guest per member)  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  

Each new member sponsored and accepted (35 points)  
 

CHAPTER PROGRAMS:  

Member who is a speaker or panel participant at regular  

 meeting (50 points)  
 

EDUCATIONAL:  

Each chapter sponsored presentation at high schools or  

 colleges (50 points)  

Conducting chapter workshop or financial management in  

 addition to regular meeting (50 points)  

Attending an AGA -sponsored seminar or training session  

 (35 points)  
 

PUBLICATIONS:  

Manuscript of research project accepted by National  

 Research Committee (100 points)  

A financial management article at least 300 words  

published in newsletter or other AGA publication (50 

points)  

Article on any topic of general interest of at least 200 words 

published in chapter newsletter (30 points)  
 

SERVICE:  

Participating in an AGA sponsored  community service  

 project (15 points)  

Participating in a Non -AGA sponsored community service  

      project (5 points with a maximum of 25 points)  

Service on any board, committee, or other chapter position 

other than an office (40 points)  
 

 

 

Note:  The membership recognition director must be notified if 

you attend an AGA sponsored seminar or training session with 

a chapter other than the Des Moines chapter, or if you  
participate in a Non -AGA sponsored community service project 

to properly award the membership recognition points.  

 

 

If you would like to check your total points or report activities 

or events you have participated in, please contact Michelle 
Wendel at (515) 281 -8120 or michelle.wendel@iowa.gov  

 

Interested in becoming  

a Certified Government  

Financial Manager 
(CGFM)?  
 

The Des Moines AGA  

Chapter is here to help.  

General information about 

the CGFM program and 
exam is available on our 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.agadsm.org/  - click on 

the link for certification.  To 

aid in your studies, the Des 

Moines AGA Chapter has 
purchased two study guides 

for the newly revamped 

CGFM exam.  The study 

guides are available for 

check out to anyone  
interested by contacting 

Natalie Storm.  Scholarships 

are also available to Chapter 

members, in good standing, 

who successfully complete 

t h e  C G F M  e x a m 
(Scholarship information is 

available in the procedures 

manual located in the CEC 

section of the above  

referenced website).  If you 
have any questions about 

the program, please contact 

N a t a l i e  S t o r m  a t 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us .  

http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
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 AGA - Des Moines Chapter  

 Operating Statement for the Period Ended January 31, 2010  

 For the Year Ending April 30, 2010  

   % of   1st Qtr   2nd Qtr   3rd Qtr   4th Qtr   Year to   

   Budget  Budget 2010 2010 2010 2010  Date  

 Revenues/Receipts          

 Interest             3.03  74%         1.34          0.42         0.48           -            2.24  

 Membership Fees          375.00  88%      273.35         55.00             -             -         328.35  

 Conference Revenues     10,000.00  73%   3,734.70    1,385.32   2,160.00           -      7,280.02  

 National Recruitment Scholarship          250.00  50%             -         125.00             -             -         125.00  

 Donations          200.00  123%        56.00       110.65        79.96           -         246.61  

 Member Meals          600.00  110%      212.00       206.70      243.80           -         662.50  

      Total Revenues     11,428.03     4,277.39    1,883.09   2,484.24           -      8,644.72  

            

 Expenses                

 Conference Expenses       8,030.00  66%   3,205.47    1,520.99      549.13           -      5,275.59  

 Postage & Supplies          150.00  46%        60.00          5.56         3.66           -           69.22  

 Website Expense          150.00  0%             -                -               -             -                -    

 National PDC       2,150.00  62%   1,329.34              -               -             -      1,329.34  

 Regional PDC          500.01  0%             -                -               -             -                -    

 Scholarship       1,850.00  27%             -         500.00             -             -         500.00  

 CGFM Study Guides             0.01  0%             -                -               -             -                -    

 Gifts          250.00  52%      130.00              -               -             -         130.00  

 Meals          650.01  114%      227.30       237.08      279.07           -         743.45  

 Donations          800.00  80%      206.00         95.00      336.46           -         637.46  

 Miscellaneous           20.00  16%             -            3.18             -             -            3.18  

         

      Total Expenses     14,550.03     5,158.11    2,361.81   1,168.32          -         8,688.24  

                

 Revenues over (under) Expenses      (3,122.00)      (880.72)     (478.72)  1,315.92           -          (43.52) 

            

 Beginning Balance 5/01/09       9,351.34            9,351.34  

 Ending Balance 4/30/10       6,229.34         9,307.82  

         

 AGA-Des Moines Chapter  

 Balance Sheet  

 As of January 31, 2010  

 Assets     

      Checking       1,251.94   

      Savings       4,055.88   

      Certificate of Deposit       4,000.00   

           Total Assets       9,307.82  

    

 Liabilities & Equity     

      Equity-Unreserved       9,307.82   

           Total Liabilities & Equity       9,307.82  
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Wanted: Citizen -Centric Report (CCR) Reviewers   
 
AGA offers a Certificate of Excellence in Citizen -Centric  
Reporting for entities that prepare and distribute high-quality four
-page Citizen-Centric Reports. To be eligible for the certificate, 
governments must incorporate into their report the programôs high 
standards of content, visual appeal, readability, distribution and 
timeliness in reporting. 
 
AGA members believe that government accountability and  
transparency are essential to a healthy democracy and are  
committed to fulfilling our obligation to advance government  
accountability. This initiative is focused on compelling  
governments at all levels to improve how they present financial 
information to taxpayers, so that it is clear, accurate, up-to-date 
and easily accessible to all. In these tough economic times, it will 
take all our know-how, resources and courage to steer our way 
through to the sustainable fiscal accountability taxpayers expect 
and deserve. 
 
The number of reports that AGA is receiving is steadily increasing 
and therefore we are looking for additional members to serve as 
volunteer reviewers of Citizen reports that are submitted for the 
Certificate of Excellence in Citizen -Centric Reporting .  The 
following are the latest governments to produce four-page citizen-
centric reports: Guilford County (NC), City of Portsmouth (VA), 
the City and County of Denver (CO), Metro Government of  
Nashville and Davidson County (TN), the Treasury Franchise 
Fund (U.S. Department of the Treasury), the Idaho State Police, 
and the states of New York and Idaho. 
 
What Do Reviewers Do? 
Volunteer reviewers read four-page Citizen-Centric reports, 
evaluate them using AGA's judging guidelines and respond with 
recommendations for report improvements. Each report gets  
reviewed by three volunteer reviewers. Reviewers decide whether 
the report they have judged merits the Certificate of Excellence. 
 
What is the Time Commitment? 
On average, reviewing/judging a report takes approximately one 
to two hours and it is all done electronically. More than likely, 
each reviewer will review one report a month. 
 
Your help is needed! Please volunteer today!  

Interested in Being a Reviewer? Please contact Susan Fritzlen.   

 

Call for National Award 
Nominations   

 
AGAôs National Awards  
Committee is now accepting 
nominations for the 13  
Na t iona l  Awards  tha t  
recognize the leaders  
advancing our profession and 
setting the standards of  
excellence. These awards will 
be presented during AGA's 
Professional Development 
Conference & Exposition 
(PDC) in Orlando, July 11ï14. 
In many cases, individuals do 
not have to be members of 
AGA to be eligible.  
 
All nominations are due by 
Friday, April 16 .  
 
Nominat ion forms and  
additional information is  
available online or contact 
Louise Kapelewski. 

http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630083&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~citizen~award.aspx
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630084&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~citizen~award.aspx
mailto:sfritzlen@agacgfm.org
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630082&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~membership~awards~default.aspx
mailto:lkapelewski@agacgfm.org

