
 

 

 

February is here and thereõs only a few weeks left for you to take 

advantage of the early bird discounts offered for the May 19, 2010 

seminar!!  Remember, if you register online by February 28 th , AGA members 

will only pay $70 and nonmembers $85.   
 

Weõve got great speakers lined up for this seminar:  Patrick Kuhse, a 

speaker on business ethics and critical thinking skills, and State Auditor 

Dave Vaudt.  The AGA audio conference entitled òEthicsó will be offered as 

well.  This is a great, INEXPENSIVE way to get those required CPE hours 

on ethics!  
 

I hope everyone whoõs recently attended an AGA audio 

conference enjoyed the new automated CPE process.  No 

more waiting for AGA National to sign and return the CPE 

form to you.  Just go online, enter your personal 

information, pin #, etc. and òprestoó you can print out 

your CPE form.  How easy is that?!!   
 

We still need your help in filling open positions on the CEC 

for 2010 -2011.  Please contact Patricia Townsend if youõre interested.  WE 

NEED YOU!! 
 

AGA National needs you too!  They are looking for members to serve as 

volunteer reviewers of citizen -centric reports which are submitted for the 

Certificate of Excellence in Citizen -Centric Reporting.  If interested, 

please contact Janice Jensen.  
 

Donõt forget to renew your AGA membership!!  The sooner, the better and 

you can do this online by going to:  http://members.agacgfm.org/source/

security/member -logon.cfm . 
 

See you February 10 at the State Library for our lunch ôn learn and audio 

conference entitled òUnderstanding IT Audits for Program Managers and 

Auditors.ó    Cindy Weber, Chapter President  
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Presidentôs Message 

Feb. Events  
 

Ola Babcock Miller 
Bldg - State Library  
Forrest Spaulding 

Room 310  
Des Moines, IA  

 
Wed., Feb. 10, 2010  

 

11:30 - 1:00 
 

Speaker    

Barb Corson &  
Beth Henning  
ñState Library  
Updateò 

 

Recommended CPE: 1 Hr 
 

Bring your own lunch  
or pre-order a Quiznoôs  

box lunch. 
 

1:00 - 2:50 
 

Audio Conference  
ñUnderstanding IT  
Audits for Program 
Managers & Auditorsò 

 

Recommended CPE: 2 Hrs 

http://members.agacgfm.org/source/security/member-logon.cfm
http://members.agacgfm.org/source/security/member-logon.cfm
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Chapter Executive Committee  
 

Chapter President 
Cindy Weber, CPA, CGFM 

CWeber@ialottery.com  
Iowa Lottery Authority ph: 725-7862 

  

President-Elect & Chapter Recognition Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Secretary  
 Marilyn Hanson, CPA 

 Marilyn.Hanson@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services     ph: 281-7078 

 

Treasurer 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Accountability Outreach Chair 
Janice A. Jensen, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Jensen@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation    ph: 281-4087 

 

By-Laws and Procedures Director 
Janice E. Evans, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Evans@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-474 

 

Communications Director 
Kim Knight, CPA 

Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-6523 

 

Community Services Director 
Denise Ragias,  CGFM 

Denise.Ragias@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4741 

 

Early Careers Director 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Membership Director 
Cheryl D. Mather, CPA, CGFM 

cmather@iowatelecom.net 
 

Membership Recognition  
Michelle Wendel, CPA 

Michelle.Wendel@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-8120 

 

 Professional Certification Director 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

NStorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Program & Technical Meeting Director  
Brenda Loy, CPA, CGFM 

BLoy@ialottery.com 
Iowa Lottery Authority    ph: 725-7867 

 

Website Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

 

AGA CEC January Meeting Minutes  
 

President Cindy Weber opened the January 27, 2010 meeting of the Chapter 
Executive Committee.  Other CEC members present were Janice Jensen, Valerie 

Wedgeworth, Cheryl Mather, Michelle Wendel, Kim Knight, Patricia Townsend, 
Janice Evans and Denise Ragias. 

1.  February 10 Lunch nô Learn/ Audio Conference.  Denise volunteered to 

handle the Quiznoôs order.  Remember the lunch nô learn/audio conference 
will be held in the State Library.  Cindy will ask Brenda if the 2 speakers from 

the State Library would like Quiznoôs meals.  Natalie will bring the laptop and 
Patricia will bring the materials on a USB stick (back-up) for the audio  

conference.  Other equipment will be provided by the State Library.  
2.  Cheryl ï draw for 2 free memberships (recruitment dollars).  There 

were three non-members who met the criteria to have their names put into 

the drawing for one of the two free memberships.  Michelle volunteered to 
contact the individuals to offer the free membership.  Michelle made a  

motion (Kim seconded) that if one of the individuals declined the free  
membership we would offer the membership to the third qualifying  

individual.  All agreed.  The two new members of the Des Moines AGA are 

Lisa Dooly and Chris Young.  Cheryl will send the report to Rodneikka and 
Jessica (National) by 1/29/2010. 

3.  Valerie -  $500 scholarship recipient.  We are not sure if the recipient 
will attend the February 10 or March 3 lunch nô learn/audio conference.   

Valerie will contact the student/professor to determine which chapter  

meeting works best for them.  We will provide a free lunch and registration 
to both the student and professor.  Patricia made a motion (Michelle  

seconded) to offer mileage reimbursement from UNI to Des Moines (round 
trip), at the $0.39 state rate, if a state vehicle is not used.  All agreed.   

Valerie will obtain the student bio and present the membership and Patricia 
will bring a camera to the meeting.  

4.  Valerie ï Discussion with Patrick Kuhse.   Valerie has the signed  

contract.  Patrick is still working to finalize his travel plans and will let us 
know what they are.  He is trying to schedule more speaking engagements 

in the area.  Fifteen registrations have been received as of today.  Continue 
to encourage early bird registrations!  Patricia will update the flyer to include 

Patrickôs flyer ï she will send this to the CEC and post on the website.  A 

reminder will be sent to members, etc. around February 1.  
5.  Future Speakers.  Patty Schroeder from Des Moines Schools has confirmed 

that she will present at the April 21 lunch nô learn.  Her topic will be Des 
Moines Public Schools Financial Challenges.  The March 3 lunch nô learn 

speaker slot remains open. 
 The May 4 evening meal speaker will be Lekeisha Veasley from Operation 

Threshold in Waterloo.  Lekeisha spoke at the 2009 Women & Money  

Conference hosted by the State Treasurer.  We have the conference room at 
Okoboji Grill, Johnston reserved from 5:00-9:00.  Lottery has a projector we 

can use if needed for the event.  Denise motioned (Patricia seconded) to pay 
for the speakerôs mileage (state rate) and meal.  All agreed.  The room will 

be set up for 30, notify Okoboji in advance if more than 30 and they will  

re-arrange the room layout.  Schedule of events are tentatively set as  
follows:    5:00 ï  Arrive and happy hour 

    5:15 ï  Place dinner orders 
     Business meeting 

    6:30 ï  Lekeisha Veasley to begin her presentation  

    7:30 ï  Wrap-up event 
    

(Continued on page 3.)  
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AGA CEC January Meeting Minutes  
(continued from page 2)  

 

6.  Automated CPE for audio conferences.  Did anyone try this for the January 13 meeting?   There were a 

few things that were a bit confusing, but overall this worked very well.  

7.  Item to include in the next newsletter and chapter meeting announcement.   AGA is looking for members 
to serve as volunteer reviewers of citizen-centric reports which are submitted for the Certificate of Excellence in 

Citizen-Centric Reporting. 
8.  Fundraisers.  There was discussion about including Meals from the Heartland or other charitable organizations 

that benefit Haiti in our February plans.  After much discussion it was decided that the Food Bank of Iowa has a 

significant local need and we will continue with our plans to contribute to the Food Bank of Iowa for February.  We 
will consider collecting for Meals from the Heartland later in the calendar year.  

9.  Open positions on the CEC for 2010 ï 2011.   Patricia handed out forms to those who will not be serving on 
the CEC next year and asking for general information regarding what the positionsô tasks include, amount of time 

spent per month, etc.  These are due back to Patricia by the next CEC meeting in February. 
10.  Monthly expenses.   No report. 

11.  Procedures manual update.   If you havenôt done so yet, please get your 

updates to Natalie.  Janice will send out the Mid-Missouri procedure manual 
to the CEC. 

12.  Website update.   Patricia tries to update the homepage monthly.  Items 
to be added include (a) open CEC positions and (b) link to the national 

website for renewing AGA membership. 

13. Regional/National update.   Omaha has received 8 responses for the 
March CGFM classes tentatively planned for Omaha.  Six of the responses 

are from Des Moines!  Patricia is working on the Regional website.  It is 
time to renew AGA memberships.  Try renewing online! 

14.  Newsletter articles are to due to Kim by February 5  for the newsletter to go out by February 8.    

Michelle will send the new member list.  
15.  Other discussion items.  National award nominations are due April 16 ï these will be awarded at the PDC in 

July.  SLM registrations are due March 19 ï the meeting is in Kansas City May 14 & 15.   

AGA Des Moines Chapter ~ Member Recognition  
2009 -  2010  

As of January 25,  2010  
 

Rank / Name / Total Points        Rank / Name / Total Points  
1. Kim Knight      760       6.  Patricia Townsend 580 
2. Natalie Storm   655       7.  Angie James  530 
3. Michelle Wendel   645       8.  Marilyn Hanson          525 
4.  Janice Evans  595       9.  Valerie Wedgeworth   490 
5. Denise Ragias               585          10.  Cheryl Mather          475 



 

 

 

February Community Service Event  
 

 

Our focus in January and February is on the Food Bank of Iowa. We are collecting monetary do-
nations during the meetings/audio conferences in these two months. The United Way offers this 
description on their website, ñThe Food Bank of Iowa is a private, non-profit charitable  
organization whose vision is a hunger-free Iowa and mission is alleviating hunger through food 
distribution, partnership, and education. Donations come from food industry donors, special 
events and federal government commodity programs.  With its 53,000 sq.ft. facility, the Food Bank 
of Iowa solicits, warehouses, and distributes grocery products through a network of 285 non-profit 
food providing organizations in 42 counties. As a member of Feeding America (formerly America's 
Second Harvest-the Nation's Food Bank Network), the Food Bank of Iowa benefits from national 
promotions and fundraising campaigns for organizations such as Wal-Mart, 
Kraft, Barilla, General Mills, etc. Providing hunger education and working 
with government at all levels to end hunger in the United States is also a  
priority of the Food Bank of Iowa. ò  In FYE 6/30/08, the Food Bank of Iowa 
distributed 5,032,270 pounds of donated food to hungry Iowans. 
 
Looking forward to Marché..our community service focus will be Kids 
Against Hunger 
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AGA Chapter January Minutes  
 

The Des Moines Chapter AGA met at the Jessie Parker Building-Knudsen Room on January 13, 
2010 for a combined ñLunch ôn Learnò chapter meeting and audio conference.  President Cindy  
Weber opened the meeting and welcomed everyone including guests. 
 
Cindy reminded everyone to renew their AGA membership.  Annual membership and CGFM  
renewal packets should be arriving in mailboxes the last week of January.  Members donôt have to 
wait that long thoughðrenew online today! Members are encouraged to use this quick and easy 
renewal method. 
 
Cindy reminded everyone of the AGA audio conference on January 27, 2010, entitled Presidentôs 
Executive Order: Reduce Improper Payments and Eliminate Waste (2 CPEs).  
 
The February 10 lunch ón learn/audio conference will be at the State Library.  Barb Corson and Beth 
Henning will be our speakers.  The audio conference is ñUnderstanding IT audits for Program  
Managers and Auditors.ò 
 
We awarded the $500 scholarship that we offer annually to Zach Rowley from UNI.  We will invite 
Zach to attend a future chapter meeting to receive his scholarship check.  We also offer the  
scholarship recipient either a free first year student membership to AGA or chapter membership in 
the Des Moines Chapter once employed. 
 
As part of our recruitment drive, the CEC decided to offer 2 free AGA memberships to  
nonmembers.  We will announce the winners at the February 10 chapter meeting. 
      

           (Continued on page 5.)  
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To register for the Lunch ón Learn and/or Audio Conference:   
  

Please go to  the AGA Des Moines Chapter website at  

http://www.agadsm.org/ 

You are invited to the following event:  

February 2010 Lunch 'n Learn and 
Audio Conference   
 
Date:  
Wednesday, February 10, 2010 from 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)  
 
Location:  
State Library of Iowa, Ola Babcock Miller Bldg  
1112 E Grand Ave  
Forrest Spaulding Room 310  
Des Moines, IA 50319  

 

AGA Chapter January Minutes  
(continued from page 4.)  

 

Please volunteer to serve on the CEC next year.  We still 
have several positions to fill.  Contact Patricia Townsend 
or any member of the CEC if youôre interested. 
 
Donôt forget to sign up for the May 19 spring seminar by 
February 28 to take advantage of the early bird discount. 
 
Michelle reminded members that if they donate during 
the AGA meeting they need to sign the donation sheet so 
she can give them membership points. 
 
Brenda Loy introduced our guest speaker, Kristy Maitre, 
from the IRS.   The audio conference that followed was 
entitled ñSudden Impact or Long-Term Process?  Impact 
of the Stimulus Plan on Internal Controls.ò 
 
There were 25 members, 3 guests and 1 speaker pre-
sent.  The name drawn for the year-end drawing was 
Natalie Storm. 

We Need You!!  
 

The following positions are vacant for 
the 2010-2011 CEC: 
 
1. Secretary 
2. Communications Director  
3. Early Careers Director 
4. Membership Director 
5. Professional Certification Director 
6. Program & Technical Meeting  

Director 
 
Contact Patricia Townsend if you are 
interested in finding out more about 
one of these open positions! 
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AGA Members can Earn Points as follows:  
 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Regular chapter meeting (20 points)  

Bonus for attending more than 4 meetings (15 points)  

Bonus meeting (30 points)  

For each guest attending the meeting (10 points with a  

      maximum of 20 points per guest per member)  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  

Each new member sponsored and accepted (35 points)  
 

CHAPTER PROGRAMS:  

Member who is a speaker or panel participant at regular  

 meeting (50 points)  
 

EDUCATIONAL:  

Each chapter sponsored presentation at high schools or  

 colleges (50 points)  

Conducting chapter workshop or financial management in  

 addition to regular meeting (50 points)  

Attending an AGA -sponsored seminar or training session  

 (35 points)  
 

PUBLICATIONS:  

Manuscript of research project accepted by National  

 Research Committee (100 points)  

A financial management article at least 300 words  

published in newsletter or other AGA publication (50 

points)  

Article on any topic of general interest of at least 200 words 

published in chapter newsletter (30 points)  
 

SERVICE:  

Participating in an AGA sponsored  community service  

 project (15 points)  

Participating in a Non -AGA sponsored community service  

      project (5 points with a maximum of 25 points)  

Service on any board, committee, or other chapter position 

other than an office (40 points)  
 

 

 

Note:  The membership recognition director must be notified if 

you attend an AGA sponsored seminar or training session with 

a chapter other than the Des Moines chapter, or if you  
participate in a Non -AGA sponsored community service project 

to properly award the membership recognition points.  

 

 

If you would like to check your total points or report activities 

or events you have participated in, please contact Michelle 
Wendel at (515) 281 -8120 or michelle.wendel@iowa.gov  

 

Interested in becoming  

a Certified Government  

Financial Manager 
(CGFM)?  
 

The Des Moines AGA  

Chapter is here to help.  

General information about 

the CGFM program and 
exam is available on our 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.agadsm.org/  - click on 

the link for certification.  To 

aid in your studies, the Des 

Moines AGA Chapter has 
purchased two study guides 

for the newly revamped 

CGFM exam.  The study 

guides are available for 

check out to anyone  
interested by contacting 

Natalie Storm.  Scholarships 

are also available to Chapter 

members, in good standing, 

who successfully complete 

t h e  C G F M  e x a m 
(Scholarship information is 

available in the procedures 

manual located in the CEC 

section of the above  

referenced website).  If you 
have any questions about 

the program, please contact 

N a t a l i e  S t o r m  a t 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us .  

 

Welcome to Our New 

AGA Members!!  

New members joining the 

Des Moines Chapter AGA 

from October to January: 

1.  Patrice Sayre - October 

2.  James Arnett - January 

http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
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 AGA - Des Moines Chapter  

 Operating Statement for the Period Ended December 31, 2009  

 For the Year Ending April 30, 2010  

   % of   1st Qtr   2nd Qtr   November   December   Year to   

   Budget  Budget  2010 2010 2009 2009  Date  

 Revenues/Receipts          

 Interest             3.03  68%          1.34          0.42             0.15             0.16          2.07  

 Membership Fees          375.00  88%       273.35         55.00         328.35  

 Conference Revenues     10,000.00  66%    3,734.70    1,385.32          875.00          555.00    6,550.02  

 National Recruitment Scholar-

ship          250.00  50%             -         125.00         125.00  

 Donations          200.00  115%        56.00       110.65           50.26           12.20       229.11  

 Member Meals          600.00  99%       212.00       206.70          106.00           68.90       593.60  

      Total Revenues     11,428.03      4,277.39    1,883.09       1,031.41          636.26    7,828.15  

            

 Expenses                

 Conference Expenses       8,030.00  63%    3,205.47    1,520.99          301.84           63.19    5,091.49  

 Postage & Supplies          150.00  46%        60.00          5.56             1.39             2.27         69.22  

 Website Expense          150.00  0%             -                -                  -    

 National PDC       2,150.00  62%    1,329.34              -                  -                  -      1,329.34  

 Regional PDC          500.01  0%             -                -                  -                  -                -    

 Scholarship       1,850.00  27%             -         500.00                -                  -         500.00  

 CGFM Study Guides             0.01  0%             -                -                  -    

 Gifts          250.00  52%       130.00              -                  -                  -         130.00  

 Meals          650.01  102%       227.30       237.08          126.60           73.59       664.57  

 Donations          800.00  80%       206.00         95.00          174.00          162.46       637.46  

 Miscellaneous           20.00  16%             -            3.18             3.18            (3.18)         3.18  

         

      Total Expenses     14,550.03     5,158.11    2,361.81         607.01         298.33    8,425.26  

                

 Revenues over (under) Expenses   

   
(3,122.00)  

     

(880.72) 

    

(478.72)         424.40          337.93  

    

(597.11) 

            

 Beginning Balance 5/01/09       9,351.34            9,351.34  

 Ending Balance 4/30/10       6,229.34         8,754.23  

         

 AGA-Des Moines Chapter  

 Balance Sheet  

 As of December 31, 2009  

 Assets     

      Checking          843.52   

      Savings       3,910.71   

      Certificate of Deposit       4,000.00   

           Total Assets     8,754.23  
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Wanted: Citizen -Centric Report (CCR) Reviewers   
 
AGA offers a Certificate of Excellence in Citizen -Centric  
Reporting for entities that prepare and distribute high-quality four
-page Citizen-Centric Reports. To be eligible for the certificate, 
governments must incorporate into their report the programôs high 
standards of content, visual appeal, readability, distribution and 
timeliness in reporting. 
 
AGA members believe that government accountability and  
transparency are essential to a healthy democracy and are  
committed to fulfilling our obligation to advance government  
accountability. This initiative is focused on compelling  
governments at all levels to improve how they present financial 
information to taxpayers, so that it is clear, accurate, up-to-date 
and easily accessible to all. In these tough economic times, it will 
take all our know-how, resources and courage to steer our way 
through to the sustainable fiscal accountability taxpayers expect 
and deserve. 
 
The number of reports that AGA is receiving is steadily increasing 
and therefore we are looking for additional members to serve as 
volunteer reviewers of Citizen reports that are submitted for the 
Certificate of Excellence in Citizen -Centric Reporting .  The 
following are the latest governments to produce four-page citizen-
centric reports: Guilford County (NC), City of Portsmouth (VA), 
the City and County of Denver (CO), Metro Government of  
Nashville and Davidson County (TN), the Treasury Franchise 
Fund (U.S. Department of the Treasury), the Idaho State Police, 
and the states of New York and Idaho. 
 
What Do Reviewers Do? 
Volunteer reviewers read four-page Citizen-Centric reports, 
evaluate them using AGA's judging guidelines and respond with 
recommendations for report improvements. Each report gets  
reviewed by three volunteer reviewers. Reviewers decide whether 
the report they have judged merits the Certificate of Excellence. 
 
What is the Time Commitment? 
On average, reviewing/judging a report takes approximately one 
to two hours and it is all done electronically. More than likely, 
each reviewer will review one report a month. 
 
Your help is needed! Please volunteer today!  

Interested in Being a Reviewer? Please contact Susan Fritzlen.   

 

Call for National Award 
Nominations   

 
AGAôs National Awards  
Committee is now accepting 
nominations for the 13  
Na t iona l  Awards  tha t  
recognize the leaders  
advancing our profession and 
setting the standards of  
excellence. These awards will 
be presented during AGA's 
Professional Development 
Conference & Exposition 
(PDC) in Orlando, July 11ï14. 
In many cases, individuals do 
not have to be members of 
AGA to be eligible.  
 
All nominations are due by 
Friday, April 16 .  
 
Nominat ion forms and  
additional information is  
available online or contact 
Louise Kapelewski. 

http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630083&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~citizen~award.aspx
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630084&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~citizen~award.aspx
mailto:sfritzlen@agacgfm.org
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630081&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~pdc2010_holder~
http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209352&b=1630082&c=8622145&d=http:~~www.agacgfm.org~membership~awards~default.aspx
mailto:lkapelewski@agacgfm.org

