
 

 

 
 

Happy 2010!!!  Itôs been a cold and snowy start to the new year, letôs hope weôve seen 

the worst of it. 
 

AGAôs forecast, on the other hand, is looking good! 
 

In addition to the audio conferences already scheduled for the 2009-2010 year, we 

picked up an extra CPE opportunity in December and are now offering one more.  Please 

mark your calendars for January 27.  AGA, in conjunction with NASACT, is offering 

an audio conference on the ñPresidentôs Executive Order:  Reduce Improper Payments 

and Eliminate Waste.ò 
 

Iôm also excited to tell you that the February 10 lunch ón learn/audio conference will be 

held at the State Library in the Forrest Spaulding Room.  Iôm looking forward to Barb 

Corson and Beth Henningôs presentation on the State Library and all it has to offer.   If 

time permits, be sure to take a tour of the State Library as well. 
 

National AGA has just announced a new automated audio conference CPE certificate 

process.  Starting January 13, you can obtain your CPE certificates at the conclusion of 

an audio conference. By following the step-by-step instructions, you can retrieve your 

CPE certificate online in minutes. 
 

The new process is easier, faster and more convenient. Rather than signing in/out at the 

audio conference location, site coordinators will provide each participant with a unique 

"pin code" so you can "sign" the attendance roster online after the audio conference and 

have immediate access to your CPE certificate. An important note is that the audio 

conference registration must be paid in full in order to access and print your certificate.  
 

Donôt forget to contact Patricia Townsend (or any current CEC member) if youôd like to 

become a member of the CEC for the 2010-2011 year.  Weôre always looking for new 

members and we need you now more than ever!!  Letôs do our part to ensure that the Des 

Moines AGA CEC has the people it needs to continue offering the low-cost, convenient 

CPE that our members and others enjoy! 
 

One more reminder, February 28 will be here before you know it and we want you to 

be sure to take advantage of the early bird discount weôre offering for the May 19 spring 

seminar. 
 

I hope to see everyone at the January 13 lunch ón learn/

audio conference.  Our speaker, Kristy Maitre, is back by 

popular demand to discuss IRS updates! 
 

Cindy Weber, Chapter President 
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Presidentôs Message 

Jan. Events  
 

Jessie Parker Bldg  
Knudsen Room  
Des Moines, IA  

 
Wed., Jan. 13, 2010  

 

11:30ð1:00 
 

Speaker    

Kristy Maitre, IRS  
ñIRS Updateò 

 

Recommended CPE: 1 Hr 
 

Bring your own lunch  
or pre-order a Quiznoôs  

box lunch. 
 

1:00ð2:50 
 

Audio Conference  
ñSudden Impact or 

Long -Term Process?  
Impact of the Stimulus 

Plan on Internal  
Controlsò 

 

Recommended CPE: 2 Hrs 

 
Wed., Jan. 27, 2010  

 

 1:00ð2:50 
 

Audio Conference  
ñPresidentôs Executive 

Order:  Reduce  
Improper Payments 
and Eliminate Wasteò  

 

Recommended CPE: 2 Hrs 

http://internetmailmanager.com/i/ou.htm?a=209021&b=1628186&c=17332588&d=http:~~members.agacgfm.org~CPE~Certificates~CPECerts.cfm
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Chapter Executive Committee  
 

Chapter President 
Cindy Weber, CPA, CGFM 

CWeber@ialottery.com  
Iowa Lottery Authority ph: 725-7862 

  

President-Elect & Chapter Recognition Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Secretary  
 Marilyn Hanson, CPA 

 Marilyn.Hanson@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services     ph: 281-7078 

 

Treasurer 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Accountability Outreach Chair 
Janice A. Jensen, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Jensen@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation    ph: 281-4087 

 

By-Laws and Procedures Director 
Janice E. Evans, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Evans@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-474 

 

Communications Director 
Kim Knight, CPA 

Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-6523 

 

Community Services Director 
Denise Ragias,  CGFM 

Denise.Ragias@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4741 

 

Early Careers Director 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Membership Director 
Cheryl D. Mather, CPA, CGFM 

cmather@iowatelecom.net 
 

Membership Recognition  
Michelle Wendel, CPA 

Michelle.Wendel@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-8120 

 

 Professional Certification Director 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

NStorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Program & Technical Meeting Director  
Brenda Loy, CPA, CGFM 

BLoy@ialottery.com 
Iowa Lottery Authority    ph: 725-7867 

 

Website Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

 

AGA CEC December Meeting Minutes  
 

President Cindy Weber opened the December 15, 2009 meeting of 
the Chapter Executive Committee.  Other members in attendance 
were Janice Evans, Janice Jensen, Kim Knight, Denise Ragias, 
Natalie Storm, Patricia Townsend, Val Wedgeworth and Marilyn 
Hanson. 
 

December 16 lunch ón learn/audio conference: 
There are 16 registrations. 
Denise is taking care of the Quiznos order.  Remember to  

deliver to the Hoover Building, not Voc Rehab.  Kim and 
Marilyn will meet the Quiznos delivery person in Hoover 
lobby. 

 The room in Hoover will hopefully be set up. 
 Mr. Fitzgerald will bring his own computer. Natalie has the 

power point for the audio conference. 
 

January 13 lunch ón learn/audio conference: 
Hoover conference room is not available so it will be held in the 

Voc Rehab Bldg - Knudsen Room. 
Kristy Maitre is our speaker and will give us an IRS update. 
The audio conference is ñInternal Controlsò. 
Quiznos lunch is available to purchase. 
The Eventbrite invite will go out two weeks before the event 

 

Natalie told us that the conference rooms in the Hoover Building 
can only be booked one month in advance.  This is a problem  
because we donôt know for sure if we have a conference room for 
our meetings or not.  As a result, weôve decided to hold the  
remaining audio conferences (except for February 10) in the  
Knudsen Room in the Vocational Rehabilitation (Jessie Parker) 
Building because we can reserve the conference room several 
months in advance.  The February 10 LNL/audio conference will be 
held at the State Library. 
 

Val will contact Patrick Kuhse, the May 2010 ethics speaker, about 
the contract and travel logistics. 
 

Toys for Tots is our current fundraiser.  Denise reported that we 
have collected $105.26 at the last meeting and received  
subsequent donations of $51.00.  Denise motioned (Natalie  
seconded) that the Des Moines Chapter of AGA donate an  
additional $100.00 to Toys for Tots.  All in favor. AGA National will 
provide matching funds.  THANKS EVERYONE for your donations. 
 

Please let Patricia Townsend know if 
you are interested in serving on the 
CEC next year.  We have several 
open positions. 
   (Continued on page 3.) 
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AGA CEC December Meeting Minutes  
(continued from page 2)  

 

Val reported that we have not received any applications for the $500 scholarship.  The 
deadline is today December 15

th
.  Val may send an email out reminding schools that 

today is the deadline for the scholarship.  There was much discussion on how to engage college 
students.  Janice and Janice volunteered to be on a committee to look at this issue. 
 

There were no current budget amendments brought forth. 
 

Monthly expense detail will be mailed out later.  Natalie is looking at banks to try to find one that will 
not charge a monthly fee. 
 

The speaker for February 10
th
 is a representative from the State Library.  March 3 and April 21 are 

still open.  Patti Schroeder from the Des Moines Community School District was discussed as a 
possible speaker.  Janice Jensen will contact her. Other speakers discussed included someone 
from the Revenue Estimating Committee, the Director of DHS, and a person that Patricia heard 
speak in Omaha. 
 

Brenda is still looking for someone to speak at the May 4 evening meeting.  It was discussed  
possibly someone from a credit union/ bank that could speak about crediting ratings. 
 

If you have not sent Natalie your changes on the procedures manual, please do so as soon as  
possible. 
 

Newsletters have been added to the website. 
 

Natalie is waiting for more information before sending out a survey for the GFM Chapter promotion. 
 

Newsletter articles due to Kim by January 5 for newsletter to go out January 8.  Our next CEC 
meeting is Wednesday, January 20 @ 11:30 a.m. in the Lucas Building conference room. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

AGA Des Moines Chapter ~ Member Recognition  
2009 -  2010  

As of December 29,  2009  
 

Rank / Name / Total Points        Rank / Name / Total 
Points  
1. Kim Knight      700       6.  Marilyn Hanson 505 
2. Natalie Storm   600       7.  Angie James            475 
3. Michelle Wendel /         8.  Valerie Wedgeworth   435 
     Janice Evans  575       9.  Brenda Loy  430 
4. Denise Ragias               530          10.  Cheryl Mather          420 
5. Patricia Townsend  525      



 

 

 

January Community Service Event  
 

Our focus in January and February will be on the Food Bank of Iowa. Weôll be collecting monetary 
donations during the meetings/audio conferences in those two months. The United Way offers this 
description on their website, ñThe Food Bank of Iowa is a private, non-profit charitable  
organization whose vision is a hunger-free Iowa and mission is alleviating hunger through food 
distribution, partnership, and education. Donations come from food industry donors, special 
events and federal government commodity programs.  With its 53,000 sq.ft. facility, the Food Bank 
of Iowa solicits, warehouses, and distributes grocery products through a network of 285 non-profit 
food providing organizations in 42 counties. As a member of Feeding America (formerly America's 
Second Harvest-the Nation's Food Bank Network), the Food Bank of Iowa benefits from national 
promotions and fundraising campaigns for organizations such as Wal-Mart, Kraft, Barilla, General 
Mills, etc. Providing hunger education and working with government at all levels to end hunger in 
the United States is also a priority of the Food Bank of Iowa. ò. In FYE 6/30/08, the Food Bank of 
Iowa distributed 5,032,270 pounds of donated food to hungry Iowans. 
 
Thank you to those people who volunteered in Santaôs Wish Shop at Jolly Holiday 
Lights in December, and to those who contributed to Toys for Tots and the Yoplait 
Race for the Cure lids.  We collected $197.46 for Toys for Tots, which was matched by 
the local chapter for $100.00, and national for $300.00.  Thatôs a whopping $597.46 donated 

through our chapter for gifts for children at Christmas!!!  We also collected 190 
Yoplait lids in which Yoplait will contribute $19.00 to the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure Foundation.  Thank you to all for your generosity!! 
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AGA Chapter December Minutes  
 

The Des Moines Chapter AGA met at the Hoover Building, conference room 6, on December 16, 
2009 for a combined ñLunch ôn Learnò Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference.  President Cindy 
Weber opened the meeting and welcomed everyone including guests. 
 

1. January 13 lunch ón learn/audio conference: 

 Will be held at the Voc Rehab Bldg - Knudsen Room. 

Kristy Maitre is our speaker and will give us an IRS update. 
The audio conference is ñInternal Controlsò. 
Quiznos lunch is available to purchase.  
The speaker for the February meeting is a representative from the State Library. 

 

2. Donôt forget to sign up for the May 19, 2010 spring seminar by February 28, 2010 to take  

advantage of the early bird discounts. 
 

3. Toys for Tots fundraiser ï So far, members have contributed over $150 and the CEC voted 

to contribute an additional $100.  AGA National will provide matching funds.  The jar was 

passed around to collect donations for Toys for Tots.  THANKS EVERYONE for your dona-

tions. 
 

4. Newsletter -  beginning early 2010, we plan to provide you with a link to our website for the 

newsletter instead of sending the PDF file.  Let Kim Knight know if you have any concerns or 

questions with this.                 (Continued on page 6.) 
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To register for the Lunch ón Learn and/or Audio Conference:   
  

Please go to  the AGA Des Moines Chapter website at  

http://www.agadsm.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To register for the Audio Conference:   
  

Please go to  the AGA Des Moines Chapter website at  

http://www.agadsm.org/ 

You are invited to the following event:  

January 2010 Audio Conference   
 
Date:  
Wednesday, January 27, 2010 from 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)  
 
Location:  
Parker - Knudsen Room  
Jessie Parker Building  
510 E 12th St  

You are invited to the following event:  

January 2010 Lunch 'n Learn and 
Audio Conference   
 
Date:  
Wednesday, January 13, 2010 from 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)  
 
Location:  
Parker - Knudsen Room  
Jessie Parker Building  
510 E 12th St  
Des Moines, IA 50309  
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AGA Members can Earn Points as follows:  
 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

Regular chapter meeting (20 points)  

Bonus for attending more than 4 meetings (15 points)  

Bonus meeting (30 points)  

For each guest attending the meeting (10 points with a  

      maximum of 20 points per guest per member)  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  

Each new member sponsored and accepted (35 points)  
 

CHAPTER PROGRAMS:  

Member who is a speaker or panel participant at regular  

 meeting (50 points)  
 

EDUCATIONAL:  

Each chapter sponsored presentation at high schools or  

 colleges (50 points)  

Conducting chapter workshop or financial management in  

 addition to regular meeting (50 points)  

Attending an AGA -sponsored seminar or training session  

 (35 points)  
 

PUBLICATIONS:  

Manuscript of research project accepted by National  

 Research Committee (100 points)  

A financial management article at least 300 words  

published in newsletter or other AGA publication (50 

points)  

Article on any topic of general interest of at least 200 words 

published in chapter newsletter (30 points)  
 

SERVICE:  

Participating in an AGA sponsored  community service  

 project (15 points)  

Participating in a Non -AGA sponsored community service  

      project (5 points with a maximum of 25 points)  

Service on any board, committee, or other chapter position 

other than an office (40 points)  
 

 

 

Note:  The membership recognition director must be notified if 

you attend an AGA sponsored seminar or training session with 

a chapter other than the Des Moines chapter, or if you  
participate in a Non -AGA sponsored community service project 

to properly award the membership recognition points.  

 

 

If you would like to check your total points or report activities 

or events you have participated in, please contact Michelle 
Wendel at (515) 281 -8120 or michelle.wendel@iowa.gov  

 

Interested in becoming  

a Certified Government  

Financial Manager 
(CGFM)?  
 

The Des Moines AGA  

Chapter is here to help.  

General information about 

the CGFM program and 
exam is available on our 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.agadsm.org/  - click on 

the link for certification.  To 

aid in your studies, the Des 

Moines AGA Chapter has 
purchased two study guides 

for the newly revamped 

CGFM exam.  The study 

guides are available for 

check out to anyone  
interested by contacting 

Natalie Storm.  Scholarships 

are also available to Chapter 

members, in good standing, 

who successfully complete 

t h e  C G F M  e x a m 
(Scholarship information is 

available in the procedures 

manual located in the CEC 

section of the above  

referenced website).  If you 
have any questions about 

the program, please contact 

N a t a l i e  S t o r m  a t 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us .  

 

AGA Chapter Dec. Minutes  
(continued from page 4.)  

 
5. Please let Patricia Townsend know if you 

are interested in serving on the CEC next 
year.  We have several vacant positions 
and really would like to see some ñnew 
facesò in the group. 

 

Brenda Loy introduced our guest speaker, 
Michael Fitzgerald, Treasurer of State.   The 
audio conference that followed was entitled 

ñLatest Trends in Occupational Fraud.ò 
 

There were 18 members, 1 guest and 2 

speakers present.  The name drawn for the 

year-end drawing was Kim Knight. 

http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
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 AGA - Des Moines Chapter  

 Operating Statement for the Period Ended November 30, 2009  

 For the Year Ending April 30, 2010  

     1st Qtr   2nd Qtr   November   Year to   

   Budget  % of Budget  2010 2010 2009  Date  

 Revenues/Receipts         

 Interest             3.03  63%          1.34          0.42              0.15           1.91  

 Membership Fees          375.00  88%       273.35         55.00         328.35  

 Conference Revenues     10,000.00  60%    3,734.70    1,385.32          875.00     5,995.02  

 National Recruitment Scholarship          250.00  50%             -         125.00         125.00  

 Donations          200.00  108%        56.00       110.65            50.26        216.91  

 Member Meals          600.00  87%       212.00       206.70          106.00        524.70  

      Total Revenues     11,428.03      4,277.39    1,883.09       1,031.41     7,191.89  

           

 Expenses               

 Conference Expenses       8,030.00  63%    3,205.47    1,520.99          301.84     5,028.30  

 Postage & Supplies          150.00  45%        60.00          5.56              1.39         66.95  

 Website Expense          150.00  0%             -                -                 -    

 National PDC       2,150.00  62%    1,329.34              -                   -       1,329.34  

 Regional PDC          500.01  0%             -                -                   -                -    

 Scholarship       1,850.00  27%             -         500.00                 -          500.00  

 CGFM Study Guides             0.01  0%             -                -                 -    

 Gifts          250.00  52%       130.00              -                   -          130.00  

 Meals          650.01  91%       227.30       237.08          126.60        590.98  

 Donations          800.00  59%       206.00         95.00          174.00        475.00  

    Member          200.00  83%        56.00         43.65            67.00        166.65  

    Chapter          600.00  51%       150.00         51.35          107.00        308.35  

 Miscellaneous           20.00  32%             -            3.18              3.18           6.36  

        

      Total Expenses     14,550.03     5,158.11    2,361.81          607.01    8,126.93  

              

 Revenues over (under) Expenses      (3,122.00)       (880.72)     (478.72)         424.40       (935.04) 

           

 Beginning Balance 5/01/09       9,351.34            9,351.34  

 Ending Balance 10/31/09       6,229.34         8,416.30  

        

         AGA-Des Moines Chapter  

 Balance Sheet  

 As of November 30, 2009  

 Assets     

      Checking       1,380.72   

      Savings       3,035.58   

      Certificate of Deposit       4,000.00   

           Total Assets         8,416.30  

    

 Liabilities & Equity     

      Equity-Unreserved       8,416.30   

           Total Liabilities & Equity         8,416.30  

    

 




