
 

 

 
 

We had another great turnout at the October 7 lunch ón learn/audio 
conference!  One of the highlights of the meeting was Michelle Wendelôs 
presentation of membership awards.  We had several individuals who 
have been AGA members from 10 to 30 years!  That is amazing and we 
thank them for their continued support.  I hope to see many more 
awards like this in the future.  
 
I also want to mention that Patricia Townsend was announced as the 
Midwest Regional Director of Communications for AGA.  One of Patriciaôs 
first challenges will be to set up a Regional website for AGA by January 
1, 2010.  I know Patricia is up for the challenge because she has already 
done a tremendous job with the Des Moines AGA Chapterôs website.  
Check out our website at http://www.agadsm.org/  to see what a 
wonderful job she has done. 
 
The CEC continues to plan for the May 19, 2010 seminar.  Thanks  to 
everyone who has provided contact information.  We have been able to 
reach out and promote our seminar to several groups/individuals 
because of your leads. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  
We raised $107 at the last Chapter meeting and the CEC voted to match 
this amount.  We also had several AGA members participate in the ñRace 
for the Cureò on October 24 (see their picture in this newsletter!). 
 
I hope to see everyone at the November 18 lunch ón learn/audio 
conference.  Our speaker will be Ray Walton, Director of the Department 
of Administrative Services.  Please be sure to register online! 
 
Finally, I want to welcome our newest AGA members:  Kevin Heinzeroth 
and Gary Seite.  Weôre so happy to have you join us! 
 
Cindy Weber, Chapter President  
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Chapter Executive Committee  
 

Chapter President 
Cindy Weber, CPA, CGFM 

CWeber@ialottery.com  
Iowa Lottery Authority ph: 725-7862 

  

President-Elect & Chapter Recognition Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Secretary  
 Marilyn Hanson, CPA 

 Marilyn.Hanson@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services     ph: 281-7078 

 

Treasurer 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Accountability Outreach Chair 
Janice A. Jensen, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Jensen@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation    ph: 281-4087 

 

By-Laws and Procedures Director 
Janice E. Evans, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Evans@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-474 

 

Communications Director 
Kim Knight, CPA 

Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-6523 

 

Community Services Director 
Denise Ragias,  CGFM 

Denise.Ragias@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4741 

 

Early Careers Director 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Membership Director 
Cheryl D. Mather, CPA, CGFM 

cmather@iowatelecom.net 
 

Membership Recognition  
Michelle Wendel, CPA 

Michelle.Wendel@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-8120 

 

 Professional Certification Director 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

NStorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Program & Technical Meeting Director  
Brenda Loy, CPA, CGFM 

BLoy@ialottery.com 
Iowa Lottery Authority    ph: 725-7867 

 

Website Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

 

AGA CEC October Meeting Minutes  
 
 
 

President Cindy Weber opened the October 20th meeting of the Chapter  

Executive Committee.  Other members in attendance were Janice Evans, Kim 
Knight, Brenda Loy, Cheryl Mather, Denise Ragias, Natalie Storm, Valerie  

Wedgeworth, and Michelle Wendel. 

The CRP report was submitted September 30.  We have 8,000 points so far this 
quarter (80% of our annual goal).  We changed our program year so we are  

behind where we normally would be at this point.  

May 2010 ethics speaker is Patrick Kuhse.  Committee updates were: 

Cindy has added information for this seminar to AGA Nationalôs website, emailed 

it to the Institute of Internal Auditors (and they have already emailed the  
information to their members) and to the Chapter Presidents within the  

Mid-Western Region.  In addition, Val has emailed the information to college 
professors.  Michelle sent invites to Kent Farver to forward to Community College 

Business Officers, to ARRA attendees and League of Cities and Counties.  Patricia 

sent an invite to IMA president.   Promote the conference to everyone you can 
think of.    Janice will send invites to school districts, AEAôs and CPA groups.  The 

Holiday Inn holds 150-180 people.  The conference can be moved to the top 
floor if it is larger than 180 people.  

Val is to contact Mr. Kuhse regarding information on how and if he will split 
travel costs with the Kansas City group. 

Kim motioned (Janice seconded) to invite Tim Baker, Regional VP, to the spring 

seminar and offer him free registration.  In addition, the CEC voted to waive 
Dave Vaudtôs registration since he is the afternoon speaker.  All in favor. 

Natalie motioned (Denise seconded) to award members points (as determined 
by Awards/Membership Director) for non-AGA sponsored community service 

events of 5 points per event with a maximum of 5 events (25 points) per year.  

AGA-sponsored events remain at 15 points per event with no maximum.  All in 
favor. 

Our fundraiser this month is for the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  The walk is 
this Saturday, October 24.  We collected $107 for breast cancer awareness at 

the October 7 LNL/audio conference.  Brenda motioned (Denise seconded) for 
the chapter to match the $107.  All in favor.  Denise will contact National about a 

match. 

We have received more member fees than budgeted.  Michelle motioned (Val 
seconded) to increase member fee revenue budget from $300 to $375.  All in 

favor. 

The CD has earned $7 interest to date. 

Janice motioned (Val seconded) to have Janice Jensen fill the Accountability  

Outreach Chair position if sheôs still interested in the position.  All in favor.  

(Continued on page 3)  

New Des Moines Chapter CEC Member  

We are excited to announce that Janice Jensen has 

volunteered to fill the new Accountability Outreach 

Chair position!  Welcome back to the CEC Janice!!  
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AGA CEC October Meeting Minutes (Continued from Page 2)  
 

Michelle motioned (Cheryl seconded) for the Certification Director to keep CPE and attendance sheets for 10 years and 

to discard registration forms after the audio conference takes place.  All in favor.  

Janice wants to keep all newsletters electronically.  She will talk to Patricia about this.  Janice will let Kim know what 
old paper copies/newsletters are needed, if any. 

AGA is signed up for Jolly Holiday Lights on Monday December 7.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!  So far five people have 
signed up.  All are CEC members. 

A discussion was held considering increasing fees for audio conferences.  It was decided that no increase in fees would 

take place this year but the general consensus was to look at member and nonmember rates next year.  Weôll consider 
increasing non-member fees next year to make AGA membership more attractive/beneficial.  Both September and  

October training session had gross profits. 

Future speakers: November 18 - Ray Walton, DAS; December 16 - Michael Fitzgerald, Treasurer of State; January 13 - 

Kristy Maitre, IRS; May 19 ï Dave Vaudt.  Brenda is still working to book future speakers.  Possible speakers include: 
credit score speaker from Women and Money Conference; State Librarian; IPERS-Donna Mueller; Patti Schroeder-DSM 

schools.  Brenda will make contacts.  Denise will coordinate all Quiznos lunch orders unless she has a conflict. 

Cheryl will send Kim new members for inclusion in the newsletter on a monthly basis.  

Early Careers Plan ï Val discussed initiating contacts with college professors (possible visit to them or to have a demo & 

laptop at events to show benefits of AGA). Val has emailed them but no responses have been received at this time.  
(Val will let Patricia know because we get chapter points for this type of activity.)  For the scholarship, we will stick wit h 

the December 15th deadline. 

The website looks good and Patricia is working on a Historian Corner and adding email addresses for CEC member  
positions. 

Both Cindy and Patricia are interested in attending the PDC.  Natalie motioned (Cheryl seconded) to send both the 
President and President-Elect this year since we have one free registration and two free hotel scholarships.  All in favor.  

Procedure manual updates are due to Natalie by December 1. 

Val will cancel the December and May 19th conference rooms booked in Voc Rehab.  The December lunch ón learn will 
take place in the Hoover building. 

Our next CEC meeting is Tuesday, November 17 @ 11:30 a.m. in Lucas Building conference room. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

AGA Des Moines Chapter ~ Member Recognition  

2009 -  2010  
As of October 27, 2009  

 

Rank / Name / Total Points        Rank / Name / Total Points  

1. Kim Knight     555       5.  Janice Evans           400 
2. Michelle Wendel     445       6.  Denise Ragias           355 

3. Angie James/        7.  Cheryl Mather           350 
Natalie Storm 420       8.  Val Wedgeworth           315 

4. Marilyn Hanson/        9.  Brenda Loy           305 

      Patricia Townsend 405     10.  Cindy Weber           290 



 

 

 

          November Community Service Event  
 

AGAõs Community Service for November will focus on Toys for Tots .  According to their 

website, www.toysfortots.org , this organization is a project of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserves.  New,  

unwrapped toys are collected during October, November and December and distributed as Christmas gifts to 

needy children in the community.  The goal is to deliver a message of hope that will assist these children in  

becoming responsible, productive, patriotic citizens.  If you would like to participate, please bring a new,  

unwrapped toy to the November or December meeting or a monetary donation may be made.  
 

Octoberõs community service was for the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Foundation .  There were three ways 

to participate in this service ð monetary donation, participating in the Race for the Cure, and donating 

pink Yoplait yogurt lids.  $107.00 was collected at the October meeting.  The CEC has voted to match 

that amount.  In addition, we will request that AGA National match the total.  The Race for the Cure 

was October 24th with several members being in attendance.  Yogurt lids will be collected at the  

November and December meeting.  Yoplait will contribute 10 cents for each lid to the Susan G. Komen  

Foundation. 
 

Mark your calendar for Monday, December 7th.  This is the evening the AGA will volunteer in the Wish Shop 

for Jolly Holiday Lights .  More information to follow as the date approaches.  
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AGA Chapter October Minutes  
 
The Des Moines Chapter AGA met at the Jessie Parker Building-Knudsen Room on October 7, 2009 for a combined ñLunch ôn Learnò 
Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference.  President Cindy Weber opened the meeting and welcomed everyone including guests.   
 

Cindy noted that our next ñLunch ôn Learnò Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference will be held November 18, 2009 in the Knudsen 
Room of the Jessie Parker Building.  AGA will again be offering attendees the option of a Quiznoôs sack lunch.  Please continue using 
the online registration.  
 

Cindy also reminded everyone to save the date for the May 19, 2010 Spring Seminar at the Holiday Inn Downtown at Mercy Campus 
with Patrick Kuhse speaking on ñProminence to Prison: Why Smart People Do Dumb thingsò in the morning followed by an audio  
conference on ethics in the afternoon.  The program will conclude with David Vaudt, Auditor of State, discussing ñResults of the  
Legislative Session.ò  This will be an opportunity for 6 hours CPE (5 for ethics).  For information and to register, go to http://
dsmspringseminar.eventbrite.com.  Registrations received before February 28, 2010 will qualify for the ñEarly Birdò discount. 
 

Several members of AGA are participating in the Susan G. Komen 2009 Race for the Cure on October 24th.  Anyone interested please 
contact Kim Knight.  Also, AGA is collecting CLEAN pink Yoplait yogurt lids for the same foundation.   Yoplait will donate 10 cent for 
each lid.  For details talk to Denise Ragias. 
 

Donôt forget to sign up to work at Jolly Holiday Lights, December 7.  This event supports the Make a Wish Foundation. 
 

Cindy announced that we are in need of an Accountability Outreach Chair.  This is a new position that National AGA encourages 
chapters to have.  She asked for anyone interested to please contact her. 
 

A flyer was sent around announcing the Omaha AGA Chapterôs Fall Professional Development Conference to be held November 20 at 
Bellevue University Campus in Omaha, NE.  Janice Jensen has more information for anyone interested. 
 

Michelle Wendell presented AGA membership awards.  Those receiving recognition include: 
10 years - Susan Battani, Matthew Coulter, Suzanne Dahlstrom, Jeffery Peters           15 years - Deborah Moser 
20 years - Cheryl Mather   25 years - Janice Evans            30 years - James Anderson, Bruce Snethen 
 

Brenda Loy introduced our guest speaker, Jamie McDermott of ING and his presentation was entitled 
ñFinancial Planningò.  The audio conference that followed was entitled    ñInternal Controls for Auditors, 
Management and Staff: Making Organizations More Effective.ò 
 

There were 30 members, 6 guests and 1 speaker present.   
 

The name drawn for the year -end drawing was Denise Ragias. 

http://www.toysfortots.org
http://dsmspringseminar.eventbrite.com
http://dsmspringseminar.eventbrite.com
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AGA Chapter Recognition Program  

     

Our current standing as of September 23, 2009 , is as follows: 

 Recognition Area  Points  Maximum  

Percent 

Complete  

 Chapter Leadership Participation 2,475 3,000 83% 

 Education and Professional Development 2,100 4,000 53% 

 Certification 1,375 4,000 34% 

 Communications 1,200 3,000 40% 

 Membership 250 3,000 8% 

 Early Careers and Student Members 300 2,000 15% 

 Community Service 100 2,000 5% 

 Chapter Awards Program 200 1,000 20% 

 Total Chapter Recognition Points FYTD 8,000 22,000 36% 

     

Submitted by:  Patricia Townsend, President -Elect  
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Take the CGFM Examinations After the NLC   
 

AGA is once again offering a great opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and 
earn your CGFM after the Eighth Annual National Leadership Conference (NLC). 
Whether you've found it difficult to find time to complete the three exams or just need 
an extra reinforcement of the material, this is your chance to get it done! 

 

To help you reach that goal, we are offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Monday,  
February 22, and Tuesday, February 23, 2010, and an opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations 
on February 24ï25, 2010. The event will take place in Alexandria, VA. The cost of the course is 
only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: The CGFM  
Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. 
 
This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so 
this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended GFM training courses 
or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and popular exam 
time slots are reserved quickly, so don't delay. 
 
More information and a registration form for this event are available on the AGA website (http://
www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm). If you have any questions, please contact Crystal 
Vanison at cvanison@agacgfm.org or at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 316.  

http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm
http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm
mailto:cvanison@agacgfm.org
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AGA Members can Earn Points as follows:  
 

ATTENDANCE:  

Regular chapter meeting (20)  

Bonus for attending more than 4 meetings (15)  

Bonus meeting (30)  

For each guest attending the meeting (10)  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  

Each new member sponsored and accepted (35)  
 

CHAPTER PROGRAMS:  

Member who is a speaker or panel participant at regular  

 meeting (50)  
 

EDUCATIONAL:  

Each chapter sponsored presentation at high schools or  

 colleges (50)  

Conducting chapter workshop or financial management in  

 addition to regular meeting (50)  

Attending an AGA -sponsored seminar or training session  

 (35) 
 

PUBLICATIONS:  

Manuscript of research project accepted by National  

 Research Committee (100)  

A financial management article at least 300 words published 

in newsletter or other AGA publication (50)  

Article on any topic of general interest of at least 200 words 

published in chapter newsletter (30)  
 

SERVICE:  

Participating in an AGA sponsored  community service  

 project (15)  

Service on any board, committee, or other chapter position 

other than an office (40)  
 

Interested in becoming  

a Certified Government  

Financial Manager 
(CGFM)?  
 

The Des Moines AGA  

Chapter is here to help.  

General information about 

the CGFM program and 
exam is available on our 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.agadsm.org/  - click on 

the link for certification.  To 

aid in your studies, the Des 

Moines AGA Chapter has 
purchased two study guides 

for the newly revamped 

CGFM exam.  The study 

guides are available for 

check out to anyone  
interested by contacting 

Natalie Storm.  Scholarships 

are also available to Chapter 

members, in good standing, 

who successfully complete 

t h e  C G F M  e x a m 
(Scholarship information is 

available in the procedures 

manual located in the CEC 

section of the above  

referenced website).  If you 
have any questions about 

the program, please contact 

N a t a l i e  S t o r m  a t 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us .  

Welcome to Our New 
AGA Members!!  

 

New members joining the Des 
Moines Chapter AGA in the 
month of September were:  
 

1.  Gary Seite  
2.  Kevin Heinzeroth  

http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
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 AGA - Des Moines Chapter  

 Operating Statement for the Period Ended September 30, 2009  

 For the Year Ending April 30, 2009  

     1st Qtr   August   September   Year to   

   Budget  % of Budget 2010 2009 2009  Date  

 Revenues/Receipts         

 Interest             3.03  53%         1.34          0.14              0.13           1.61  

 Membership Fees          300.00  91%      273.35          273.35  

 Conference Revenues     10,000.00  47%   3,734.70       390.00           530.32     4,655.02  

 National Recruitment Scholarship          250.00  50%             -              125.00        125.00  

 Donations          200.00  50%        56.00              43.65         99.65  

 Member Meals          600.00  52%      212.00            100.70        312.70  

      Total Revenues     11,353.03     4,277.39       390.14           799.80     5,467.33  

           

 Expenses               

 Conference Expenses       8,030.00  57%   3,205.47    1,350.00             34.24     4,589.71  

 Postage & Supplies          150.00  41%        60.00               1.73         61.73  

 Website Expense          150.00  0%             -                  -    

 National PDC       1,375.00  97%   1,329.34              -                    -       1,329.34  

 Regional PDC          500.01  0%             -                -                    -                -    

 Scholarship       1,850.00  27%             -         500.00                  -          500.00  

 CGFM Study Guides             0.01  0%             -                  -    

 Gifts          250.00  52%      130.00              -                    -          130.00  

 Meals          650.01  54%      227.30              -             121.08        348.38  

 Donations          800.00  38%      206.00              -               95.00        301.00  

 Miscellaneous           20.00  16%             -                 3.18           3.18  

        

      Total Expenses     13,775.03     5,158.11    1,850.00          255.23    7,263.34  

              

 Revenues over (under) Expenses      (2,422.00)      (880.72)  (1,459.86)          544.57    (1,796.01) 

           

 Beginning Balance 5/01/09       9,351.34            9,351.34  

 Ending Balance 09/30/09       6,929.34         7,555.33  

        

 AGA-Des Moines Chapter  

 Balance Sheet  

 As of September 30, 2009  

 Assets     

      Checking          920.00   

      Savings       2,635.33   

      Certificate of Deposit       4,000.00   

           Total Assets         7,555.33  

    

 Liabilities & Equity     

      Equity-Unreserved       7,555.33   

           Total Liabilities & Equity         7,555.33  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FOLLOWING AGA EVENTS!!!!  

Starting and Ending Times are usually:  

Lunch n' Learn (1 CPE) - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Audio Conferences (2 CPE) - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

NASACT Webinars (2 CPE) - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

2009   

Nov 18 - Lunch:   Ray Walton, Director, Department of Administrative Services 

 - Audio:   Auditor's Role in Government Performance Measures 

  Location:  Jessie Parker Building - Knudsen Room 

Dec 16 - Lunch:   Michael Fitzgerald, Treasurer of State; Topics:  Great Iowa Treasure Hunt,  

  College Savings Iowa and Financial Literacy Program 

 - Audio:   Latest Trends in Occupational Fraud 

  Location:  Hoover Building, Level A, Room #6 

   

2010   

Jan 13 - Lunch:   Kristy Maitre, IRS; "IRS Update" 

 - Audio:   Internal Controls 

  Location:  TBD 

Feb 10 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   Understanding IT Audits for Program Managers and Auditors 

  Location:  TBD 

Mar 03 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

  Audio:   Fraud 

  Location:  TBD 

Mar 24 - Audio:   Suggested Guidelines for Voluntary Reporting:  Sharing the Government's 

  Story Using Non-Financial Resources    AUDIO CONFERENCE ONLY!!  

  Location:  TBD 

Apr 21  - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   The Latest Tools and Techniques for Auditors 

  Location:  TBD 

May 04 - Evening Meeting:   Speaker TBD 

  Location:  Okoboji Bar & Grill, Johnston 

May 19 - 8:00 - 11:00; Patrick Kuhse will speak on "Prominence to Prison:  Why Smart  

  People Do Dumb Things"  (3 CPE) 

  1:00 - 2:50; Ethics Audio Conference 

  3:15 - 4:15; David Vaudt, Auditor of State; "Results of the Legislative Session" 

  Location:  Holiday Inn Downtown, 1050 6th Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50314  
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You are invited to the following event: 

November 2009 Lunch 'n Learn and 
Audio Conference   
 
Date:  
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 from 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)  
 
Location:  
Parker - Knudsen Room  
Jessie Parker Building  
510 E 12th St  

Des Moines, IA 50309  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To register for the Lunch ón Learn and/or Audio Conference:   
 Click on the AGA Des Moines Chapter logo above.  

OR  

http://www.agadsm.org/ 

 

The Des Moines Chapter AGA participated in the October 24, 2009 Susan G.  

Komen Race for the Cure at the State Capitol in Des Moines, Iowa.  

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/454563612

