
 

 

 
 

The CEC continues to work hard to make our Chapter better than ever!  Weôve 

implemented online registration and weôre in the process of updating our 

website to give you the information you need!  
 

In addition, since the turnout has been so wonderful when we combine Lunch ón 
Learns with audio conferences, the CEC has agreed to continue with this 

approach and will now combine all future Lunch ón Learns with audio 

conferences !!  
 

I think this is a great change for our Chapter and I hope it will make it easier for 
you to set aside one day each month (instead of two) for AGA CPE 

opportunities. 
 

In other news . . .  

the CGFM guides were removed from the State Library and can now be 

checked out by contacting Natalie Storm 

recruitment scholarship dollars were received from AGA National and the 

CEC will be awarding two free AGA memberships to nonmembers in 

January/February 2010 

Jamie McDermott from ING will be our speaker at the October 7 combined 

Lunch ón Learn/audio conference. 

 
Also, thanks to everyone who contributed to our school supplies fundraiser last 

month.  In addition to the numerous school supplies collected, we received cash 
donations of $48.65 and our Chapter agreed to contribute $51.35 for a total 

contribution of $100 to Children and Families of Iowa!  Way to go!!  
 

In case you missed it . . . there was a very nice article in the September 14, 

2009, AGA TOPICS newsletter about our ñyoungò CEC members:  Patricia 
Townsend and Natalie Storm.  Weôve included the article in this newsletter as 

well. 
 

And finally, thanks to Michelle Wendel and Marilyn Hanson for joining the CEC!!  

They are great additions to such a fantastic group of people!!  
 

Hope to see everyone October 7!!! 
 

Cindy Weber, Chapter President  
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Chapter Executive Committee  
 

Chapter President 
Cindy Weber, CPA, CGFM 

CWeber@ialottery.com  
Iowa Lottery Authority ph: 725-7862 

  

President-Elect & Chapter Recognition Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Secretary  
 Marilyn Hanson, CPA 

 Marilyn.Hanson@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services     ph: 281-7078 

Treasurer 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

By-Laws and Procedures Director 
Janice E. Evans, CPA, CGFM 

Janice.Evans@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4740 

 

Communications Director 
Kim Knight, CPA 

Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-6523 

 

Community Services Director 
Denise Ragias,  CGFM 

Denise.Ragias@iowa.gov 
Department of Education    ph: 281-4741 

 

Early Careers Director 
Valerie Wedgeworth 

Valerie.Wedgeworth@iowa.gov 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  ph: 281-6233 

 

Membership Director 
Cheryl D. Mather, CPA, CGFM 

cmather@iowatelecom.net 
 

Membership Recognition  
Michelle Wendel, CPA 

Michelle.Wendel@iowa.gov 
Dept of Administrative Services    ph: 281-8120 

 

 Professional Certification Director 
Natalie Storm, CPA 

NStorm@dhs.state.ia.us 
Dept of Human Services    ph: 281-8047 

 

Program & Technical Meeting Director  
Brenda Loy, CPA, CGFM 

BLoy@ialottery.com 
Iowa Lottery Authority    ph: 725-7867 

 

Website Chair 
Patricia Townsend, CPA 

Patricia.Townsend@iowa.gov 
Iowa Communications Network    ph: 725-4626 

 

 

AGA CEC September Meeting Minutes  
 

President Cindy Weber opened the September 15th meeting of the  
Chapter Executive Committee.  Other members in attendance were 
Janice Evans, Marilyn Hanson, Kim Knight, Brenda Loy, Denise Ragias, 
Natalie Storm, Patricia Townsend, Valerie Wedgeworth, and Michelle 
Wendel. 
 

Cindy welcomed our new Secretary, Marilyn Hanson. 
 

Cindy stated that those CEC members willing to have their pictures added 
to the website should stay after the meeting and Patricia will take your 
picture. 
 

We collected cash donations of $48.65 for Children & Families of Iowa for 
school supplies as well as many school supplies. Michelle motioned 
(Valerie seconded) that the CEC agree to add $51.35 for a total  
contribution of $100.  All agreed.  
 

AGA is signed up for Jolly Holiday Lights on Monday, December 7.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!  
 

Cindy discussed cutting down on ñreply allò emails. If someone emails a 
question to CEC members, just respond to them and not everyone on the 
email (if itôs not required/requested by the sender). 
 

Cindy suggested that we combine ALL future lunch n learns with the  
audio conferences.  There seems to have been good turnouts when we 
have done this in the past and it would help ease the burden of booking 
rooms for our meetings/audios.  Janice will research to see if we have to 
change our bylaws and resubmit our plan to AGA National.  Kim motioned 
(Denise seconded) to combine future lunch n learns with audio  
conferences.  All yes except for one (Natalie). 
 

Jamie McDermott from ING has agreed to present at the October 7 lunch 
n learn.  Denise agreed to place the Quiznos order for the October 7 
lunch n learn. 
 

Future speakers: Michael Fitzgerald, Treasurer of State (date to be  
determined); Christie Maitre, IRS (in January 2010). 
 

May 2010 ethics speaker is Patrick Kuhse.  We are waiting to get a 
signed contract back from Mr. Kuhse. Val will follow up.  Val will also 
check with Mr. Kuhse about possibly splitting some of his travel costs 
with another group in Kansas City.  She will also ask if someone from our 
chapter can pick him up and take him to the airport to avoid a car rental.  
Michelle had lots of information on different catering options for the May 
conference.  This was turned over to the May conference committee. 
 

Patricia will investigate adding a link from the current Des Moines  
Chapter AGA website to Facebook.  It was felt if this could be done  
without a lot of up keep it would be good for recruiting early career 
members. 
 

(Continued on page 3)  
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AGA CEC September Meeting Minutes (Continued from Page 2)  
 

Natalie motioned (Patricia seconded) to amend the speaker fees budget from $500 to $2,000.  All agreed.  
 

An accounting of August monthly expenses and September expenses was shared.  Natalie stated there are 
currently no September expenses pending. 
 

The recruitment funds from National have been received by Cindy.  The CEC discussed adding additional 
funds to the recruitment funds in order to provide two free AGA memberships to nonmembers.  Valerie  
motioned (Patricia seconded) to give two free AGA memberships in January/February of 2010 to  
nonmembers. It was further discussed that an article should be written for the newsletter telling  
nonmembers of the potential membership scholarships.  
 

Newsletter articles are due to Kim by September 25  for the newsletter to go out by September 30.  
 

Patricia is working on the CRP which is due Sept. 30 for the first quarter.  
 

On-line registration worked well for those that used it.  Natalie felt it was very beneficial and it was decided 
that we should keep using it.  
 

It was suggested to compile a list of people who would be willing to attend college career days or similar 
functions of this nature to represent AGA.  It was felt this was a good way to reach out to Early Careers 
members.  
 

Patricia is currently working on updating the website.  
 

Natalie motioned (Michelle seconded) to look at the bylaws to see if they need to be changed so the  award 
given to the ñMember Of The Yearò could be a VISA gift card rather than a savings bond.  All agreed. 
 

Valerie is going to get the CGFM guide books from the State Library and give them to Natalie to keep for the 
chapter.  Natalie will have the books available for check out.  
Cindy would like for CEC members to look at the Procedures Manual and make revisions in preparation for 
the October meeting. 
 

It was discussed that typically the president elect is sent to the PDC each year.  Because Cindy couldnôt go 
last year, Patricia went.  So it was motioned by Michelle (Valerie seconded) that Cindy and Patricia decide 
between them who will go this year.  They can proceed with airline tickets and then amend the budget as 
needed for the airline ticket.   All agreed.  
 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 20 @ 11:30 a.m. in Lucas Building conference room. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 

AGA Des Moines Chapter ~ Member Recognition  

2009 -  2010  
As of September 21, 2009  

 

Rank / Name / Total Points        Rank / Name / Total Points  

1. Kim Knight     415       6.  Cheryl Mather/ 
2. Michelle Wendel     345  Angie James           295 

3. Patricia Townsend/        7.  Denise Ragias           285 
Natalie Storm 335       8.  Val Wedgeworth           260 

4. Janice Evans 310       9.  Brenda Loy           250 

5. Marilyn Hanson 305     10.  Janice Jensen           240 



 

 

 

October Community Service Event  
 

AGAôs Community Service for October will focus on the Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure Foundation.  The mission of this organization is to eradicate breast cancer as 
a life-threatening disease by advancing research, education, screening and treat-
ment.  Two options for service are offered through the AGA.  A monetary  
donation may be made at the October 7 th meeting or you may participate in the 
Race for the Cure on October 24th.  AGA members may register with the team 
ñMaggieôs Marchersò at http: //www.komendesmoines.org/aspx/
RaceRegistration.aspx?teamid=2170  before Oct. 7. Any questions about the Race 
for the Cure may be directed to Kim Knight, Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov. 
 
Septemberôs service was for Children & Families of Iowa (CFI).  AGA donated 
$100 for school supplies ($48.65 donated by members and the balance matched 
by the Des Moines chapter) and school supplies, collected from members at the 
September meeting, were delivered to CFI. There were 10 backpacks donated, 
half of which were filled with various school supplies.  CFI thanked all our  
members for their generosity!  
 
Mark your calendar for Monday, December 7th.  This is the evening the AGA will 

volunteer in the Wish Shop for Jolly Holiday Lights.  More information to follow as 

the date approaches. 
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Learn How You Could Win An AGA 
Membership For A Year!!  

 
 

The Des Moines Chapter received Recruitment 
Scholarship dollars from AGA National in the amount 
of $125. 
 

At the September meeting, the CEC voted to 
use Scholarship funds and Chapter dollars to  
of fer two free AGA memberships to  
nonmembers. 
 
The criteria for awarding the free memberships has 
not been established.  It is anticipated that  
attendance at the monthly lunch ón learns and/or  
audio conferences will be an important  
consideration for awarding the free memberships, so 
be sure to attend!!  Once the CEC has  
finalized the criteria, we will include this information in 
the monthly newsletter.  We expect to award the free 
AGA memberships in January or February 2010.  

AGA Chapter September Minutes  
 

The Des Moines chapter AGA met at the  

Hoover State office Building-Level A, Room 
#6 on September 2, 2009 for a combined 

ñLunchôn Learnò Chapter Meeting and Audio 
Conference.  President Cindy Weber opened 

the meeting and welcomed everyone  

including guests. 
 

Cindy noted that our next ñLunchôn Learnò 
Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference will 

be held October 7, 2009 in the Knudsen 
Room of the Jessie Parker Building.  AGA will 

again be offering attendees the option of a 
Quiznoôs sack lunch.  Please continue using 

the online registration and hopefully by  

October we will also be able to pay online. 
 

Cindy also reminded everyone to save the 
date for the May 19, 2010 conference with 

Patrick Kuhse speaking on ñProminence to 
Prison: Why Smart People Do Dumb Thingsò 

in the morning followed by an audio  
conference on ethics in the afternoon.  A 

minimum of 5 CPE hours will be offered. 
 

(Continued on page 5)  

http://www.komendesmoines.org/aspx/RaceRegistration.aspx?teamid=2170
http://www.komendesmoines.org/aspx/RaceRegistration.aspx?teamid=2170
mailto:Kimberly.Knight@iowa.gov


 

 

Page 5                               October 2009                           THE AGA LEDGER 

AGA Chapter September Minutes  (continued from page 4)  
 

Cindy then presented National awards that the chapter won this year.   
 

Val Wedgeworth accepted the platinum status award for the chapter.   

The platinum status award is the highest number of chapter recognition points 
possible for an AGA Chapter. Points are received for educational events (i.e.  

audio conferences), attendance at Chapter meetings, community service projects 
and so on.  
 

First place for newsletter was presented to Kim Knight.  
 

Honorable mention for the website was presented to Angie James and Patricia 

Townsend.  
 

Cindy congratulated Denise Ragias for passing the CGFM exam and announced 
that Denise will be awarded a $500 member scholarship for passing the exam. 
 

Denise talked about collecting school supplies for our community service project.  

She passed the change jar for those wanting to donate.  She also discussed  
volunteering at Jolly Holiday Lights.  Many times are already filled, but several 

week days and Sundays are open.  The preference was to volunteer on a week 

night.  Denise will look into volunteering on a week night.  
 

Brenda Loy introduced our guest speaker, Terry Rich, president/CEO of the Iowa 
Lottery Authority and his presentation was entitled ñCreating New Ideas in a 

Tough Economyò.  The audio conference that followed was entitled ñGrants  
Management in Todayôs Environmentò. 
 

There were 25 members, 9 guests and 1 speaker present.  The name drawn for 

the year-end drawing was Calvin McKelvogue. 

AGA TOPICS Newsletter 

Young Professionals Step Up to Lead Des Moines Chapter 

AGAôs Des Moines Chapter knows how to look ahead. 

Patricia Townsend, CPA, president-elect, chapter recognition chair and website chair, is 27. Natalie Storm, CPA, the chapterôs treasurer 
and professional certification director, will serve as president-elect next year. She is 31. These young professionals decided early to 
become actively involved in AGA, not only to earn CPE and make connections with colleagues from different Iowa state agencies, but 
also to help shape the future of the chapter. 

Chapter President Cindy Weber, CGFM, CPA, said Townsend and Storm are real assets to the chapter. ñPatricia and Natalie have 
been great additions to our Chapter Executive Committee. Theyôre both very energetic and hard-working. Their input and suggestions 
have helped move our chapter in new directions. I look forward to having them serve as chapter president and bringing fresh, new 
ideas to AGAôs Des Moines Chapter. Weôre very lucky to have them on the CEC and I hope their involvement will encourage other 
young professionals to become active in AGA.ò 

Townsend joined AGA about two years ago, soon after starting work as an accountant for the Iowa Communications Network, a state 
agency that provides telecommunications services for state government agencies, libraries and schools. Joining AGA, and taking on 
the responsibility of webmaster, was a natural extension of her previous involvement in Beta Alpha Psi at Iowa State University, and 
later in the Institute of Internal Auditors and the Institute of Management Accountants while working in Missouri. Last spring, she  
attended AGAôs Sectional Leadership Meeting in Denver, meeting leaders from around the region and learning more about AGA. 

ñI know that I really liked working with other board members when I was in St. Louis, so I thought I would do it here, too. The webmaster 
position opened up and the website was ready for a major change. I knew that I had the background and the awareness of the  
resources to be able to implement that change.ò She said that when the chapter started its program year without a president-elect, ñI 
decided to step up and be a leader.ò Like most leaders, Townsend is constantly on the move. She also teaches accounting part time for 
Des Moines Area Community College. 

The presidentôs position is a hard one to 
fill, she said. ñNo one wants to talk, we 
want to hide in our spreadsheets,ò she 
joked. ñThere are wonderful people who 
have served on the CEC for many 
years. With the additional workloads we 
are carrying at the state agencies, itôs 
become essential that other people help 
carry the CEC tasks. Natalie and I are 
pushing to the future by researching and 
implementing changes such as online 
registration and chapter debit cards to 
reduce the time and effort needed for 
chapter administration. We look forward 
to energizing other young people to get 
involved in the chapter and the CEC, 
bringing fresh faces and new ideas into 
the Des Moines chapter.ò 

Natalie Storm connected with AGA in 
2006 after moving from the state  
auditorôs office, which provided all its 
own training, to the Bureau of Budget & 
Accounting in the Iowa Department of 
Human Services, which did not. She 
found the CPE offerings to be  
informational and inexpensive, ñand 
thatôs always a bonus, especially when 
youôre used to getting it all provided and 
now you have to pay for it yourself.ò 

Continued  on page 6  
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AGA Members can Earn Points as follows:  
 

ATTENDANCE:  

Regular chapter meeting (20)  

Bonus for attending more than 4 meetings (15)  

Bonus meeting (30)  

For each guest attending the meeting (10)  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  

Each new member sponsored and accepted (35)  
 

CHAPTER PROGRAMS:  

Member who is a speaker or panel participant at regular  

 meeting (50)  
 

EDUCATIONAL:  

Each chapter sponsored presentation at high schools or  

 colleges (50)  

Conducting chapter workshop or financial management in  

 addition to regular meeting (50)  

Attending an AGA -sponsored seminar or training session  

 (35) 
 

PUBLICATIONS:  

Manuscript of research project accepted by National  

 Research Committee (100)  

A financial management article at least 300 words published 

in newsletter or other AGA publication (50)  

Article on any topic of general interest of at least 200 words 

published in chapter newsletter (30)  
 

SERVICE:  

Participating in an AGA sponsored  community service  

 project (15)  

Service on any board, committee, or other chapter position 

other than an office (40)  
 

Interested in becoming  

a Certified Government  

Financial Manager 
(CGFM)?  
 

The Des Moines AGA  

Chapter is here to help.  

General information about 

the CGFM program and 
exam is available on our 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

www.agadsm.org/  - click on 

the link for certification.  To 

aid in your studies, the Des 

Moines AGA Chapter has 
purchased two study guides 

for the newly revamped 

CGFM exam.  The study 

guides are available for 

check out to anyone  
interested by contacting 

Natalie Storm.  Scholarships 

are also available to Chapter 

members, in good standing, 

who successfully complete 

t h e  C G F M  e x a m 
(Scholarship information is 

available in the procedures 

manual located in the CEC 

section of the above  

referenced website).  If you 
have any questions about 

the program, please contact 

N a t a l i e  S t o r m  a t 

nstorm@dhs.state.ia.us .  

Storm briefly hesitated to commit her time to the executive committee, but agreed 
to serve as president-elect next year. ñI seem to have more free time now, and 
who knows whatôs going to happen in the next five or six years?ò She explained, ñI 
wanted to get more involved, and hopefully, I can make a few changes for the 
better, and I was looking for a different experience.ò 

Janice Jensen, a Des Moines Chapter member and the Mid-Western Immediate 
Past Regional Vice-President, said she is impressed by the pairôs goal-setting 
skills and strong interest in chapter activities. ñThey each bring a very organized 
approach to the chapter leadership and a high level of energy, which are  
exhilarating. I truly believe another young professional currently on the CEC will 
be motivated to follow in their footsteps.ò 

Storm encourages professionals in their 20s and 30s to step up and take  
leadership opportunities that come along. She said in the next five or six years, 
she expects a number of retirements from her state agency. ñThe younger people 
are going to have to carry this through. If we donôt get the experience when weôre 
younger, weôre going to be in trouble.ò 

Young Professionals Step Up to Lead  

Des Moines Chapter  (continued from page 5) 

http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
http://www.agadsm.org/epc.asp
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 AGA - Des Moines Chapter  

 Operating Statement for the Period Ended August 31, 2009  

 For the Year Ending April 30, 2009  

     1st Qtr   August   2nd Qtr   Year to   

   Budget  % of Budget 2010 2009 2010  Date  

 Revenues/Receipts         

 Interest             3.03  49%         1.34          0.14          0.14          1.48  

 Membership Fees          300.00  91%      273.35               -         273.35  

 Conference Revenues     10,000.00  41%   3,734.70       390.00       390.00    4,124.70  

 National Recruitment Scholarship          250.00  0%             -                 -                -    

 Donations          200.00  28%        56.00               -           56.00  

 Member Meals          600.00  35%      212.00               -         212.00  

      Total Revenues     11,353.03     4,277.39       390.14       390.14    4,667.53  

           

 Expenses               

 Conference Expenses       6,530.00  70%   3,205.47    1,350.00    1,350.00    4,555.47  

 Postage & Supplies          150.00  40%        60.00               -           60.00  

 Website Expense          150.00  0%             -                 -                -    

 National PDC       1,375.00  97%   1,329.34              -                -      1,329.34  

 Regional PDC          500.01  0%             -                -                -                -    

 Scholarship       1,850.00  27%             -         500.00       500.00       500.00  

 CGFM Study Guides             0.01  0%             -                 -                -    

 Gifts          250.00  52%      130.00              -                -         130.00  

 Meals          650.01  35%      227.30              -                -         227.30  

 Donations          800.00  26%      206.00              -                -         206.00  

 Miscellaneous           20.00  0%             -                 -                -    

        

      Total Expenses     12,275.03     5,158.11    1,850.00    1,850.00    7,008.11  

              

 Revenues over (under) Expenses         (922.00)      (880.72)  (1,459.86)  (1,459.86)  (2,340.58) 

           

 Beginning Balance 5/01/09       9,351.34           9,351.34  

 Ending Balance 07/31/09       8,429.34        7,010.76  

        

 Assets     

      Checking          375.54   

      Savings       2,635.22   

      Certificate of Deposit       4,000.00   

           Total Assets         7,010.76  

    

 Liabilities & Equity     

      Equity-Unreserved       7,010.76   

           Total Liabilities & Equity         7,010.76  

    

 AGA-Des Moines Chapter  

 Balance Sheet  

 As of August 31, 2009  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FOLLOWING AGA EVENTS!!!!  

Starting and Ending Times are usually:  

Lunch n' Learn (1 CPE) - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

Audio Conferences (2 CPE) - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

NASACT Webinars (2 CPE) - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

2010   

Jan 13 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   Internal Controls 

  Location:  TBD 

Feb 10 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   Understanding IT Audits for Program Managers and Auditors 

  Location:  TBD 

Mar 03 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

  Audio:   Fraud 

  Location:  TBD 

Mar 24 - Audio:   Suggested Guidelines for Voluntary Reporting:  Sharing the Government's Story Using 

  Non-Financial Resources 

  Location:  TBD 

Apr 21  - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   The Latest Tools and Techniques for Auditors 

  Location:  TBD 

May 04 - Evening Meeting:   Speaker TBD 

  Location:  Okoboji Bar & Grill, Johnston 

May 19 - Morning Session:   8:00 - 11:00; Patrick Kuhse will speak on "Prominence to Prison:  Why Smart  

  People Do Dumb Things"  (3 CPE) 

  Audio:   Ethics 

  Location:  Tentatively Jessie Parker Bldg, Grant Room 

2009   

Oct 07 - Lunch:   Jamie McDermott, ñFinancial Planningò 

  Audio:   Internal Controls for Auditors, Management and Staff:  Making Government Organizations  

  More Effective 

  Location:  Jessie Parker Building - Knudsen Room 

Nov 18 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   Auditor's Role in Government Performance Measures 

  Location:  Jessie Parker Building - Knudsen Room 

Dec 16 - Lunch:   Speaker TBD 

 - Audio:   Latest Trends in Occupational Fraud 

  Location:  Hoover Building, Level A, Room #6 


